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Oregon Territory,
[Correspondence of the Herald.]
Linnron, Ogzaon TErriTory, 1844.
The Great Platte River— White Wolves—Buffulo
Hunting and Eating.
James G. Bennerr, Esqi—

Dgar S8ik—In my letter of the 26th inst., 1 cen-
tinued my account of our trip to our last encamp-
ment upon the waters of Blue. On the 18th day
of June we crossed the main dividing ridge be-
rween the waters of Kanzas and the Great Platte,
We travelled twenty-five miles over 1he finest road
imaginable, and our eyes first beheld the wide and
beautiful valley of the Great Plaite justas the sun
was going down brhind the bleak sand hills. We
encamped in the bottem, about two milesirom the
river, without fuel. Next morning we start-
ed, without any breakfast, and trevelled a
few miles, where we found willows for fuel,
and where we took & hearty meal. We
struck the river pear the head of Grand

[sland which 18 n\renrr-ﬁu miles long, covered
with timber,und eeveral miles wide, varying great-
ly, in places, as to width ; but what was strange,
there was not & solitary tree on the gouth side ol
the river where we were, The river ubove the jsl-
and, as far as the Forks, is generally about 2 miles
wide. Perhaps this is one of the most remarkuble
rivers in the world. Like the Nile, it Yuns hun.
dreds of miles threugh a sandy desert. The valley
of this stream is from 15 to 20miles wide, n smooib
lavel plain, end the niver generally runs in the
middle of it, trom west lo east. {‘hc course of
this etream 18 more uniform than any I have
vver seen, It scarcely ‘ver makes a. bend
The Platte river was very hlgh until nfler we
had ‘passed Fort Larimer. is river has low
sandy banke, with sandy bottom, and the water
muddy, like that of the Miesouri. The current is
rapid, and the river being very wide, ia very shal
low, and easily forded, except in high water. I
is full of most beautiful islands of all sizes, covered
with besutiful trees, cnnlrasuni finely with the
wild prairie plaine and bold sand hills on each side
of the river. The plain on each side of the river
extends out to the sand hills,which are about three
miles through them, when you ascend up te a wide
prairie p ain of almost interminable extent Upon
this plain, and sometimes in the sand hills, we
tou the bufiulo, and numbers cif white
wolves In the plaing, near the river, we gene-
rally found the antelope. When the sesson is
wet, as was the caee this season, the buffaiu
resort to the plain beyond the sand hills, where
they find water in the ponds. As the summe
edvances, and the pouds dry up, they ap
proach the river, and are found in tae¢ plain nem
it.. You have, perhaps, often heard ot buffale
patbe, As yeu go from the river out to the wide
olain, beyond the sand-hilla, through which you
must pass, you will find vallies among those hill:
leading out towards this plain. These vallies are
covered with grass, and the buffilo have made nu-
merous paths, not only in these vallies, but ever al)
the hitls, where they could pass at all, (and they
can pass almost anywhere,) leading from this wide
plain to the nver, where they resort for water, iu
the dry season. These paths are very narrow, an
are sunk in the ground six or eight inehes dee :g
travellingupihe Plaue. tlmostevery thirty yar
had Lo croes a which was about ali the nb
struction we niet w‘ule travelling up this gently
inclined plain. While hunting, there is no dauge:
» being loet, for you can fiud a buffalo path any
where, and ﬂny wayse lead the nearest route to
the river. All the plains are covered with grass;
but the plain upon the river has not only the greai-
-gt variety, but the most rich and luxuriant grass
The greatest general scarciiy of wood we found
wn the Platte, before we reached Fort Larimer
We sometimes found bunches of dry willows,
+iten Indian wigwams made of willow=; but the
w.y in whnich we generally procured our tuel wWiE
ick up the pieces of drift wood dnrmf the duy,
3 at_night we would have plenry t requirer
ury little fuel. It is necessary to dig a narrow
liteh, about eight inches wide, one foot deep, and
two to three feet long. This ’coofines the lunt.
wnd preventa the wind Irom scattening the fire.
un the 224 dlﬁ of June, we suw the firat band of
wffuloes, whu: contaned sbout fifty of all age:
wnd sizes. Out of this band two were killed
Chey were found in the plain close to the river,
nd were pursiied on horseback: Perhaps no s'fo
ia the world is so exciling as a buffalo hunt. The
tox chase sinks into insignificance when compared
to it. The mode of hunting this noble animal is
e ? simple. They are generally found upon the
e plain beyond the send hille, as [ before
natad and you will almost always find them
grazing near the head ol some hollow leading up
aenr thera. When you approach him, you must
et the wind blow from him to you; hecause if
you scent him, you will hardly run ofl, but if he
«centa you, he is certain lo scamper. "The sight
f the buffalo is very dull, but their senee
f smell 18 very acute. T one day saw
1 band of about one hundred buflaloes or
he opposite side of the river from uvs, sud abouw
wo miles off, running parallel with the line o
#agons, up the river. hen they came directly
PPOEiLe te ns, so as to strike the stream ol wind.
~hich blew !rnm us direetly across the river, they
urned suddenly ofl ut nght aogles, and increasec
nzlr ed greatly. They had evidemly scented
8. vou have the wind of them, you can ap
prunch within a very short distane=, near enough
‘o kill them readily with the nfle, When you
fire, if you remain still, and do not show yourseli,
he buﬁdo will perhnpl bring a bound, and thu
stop, and remain until you have fired several timee
(f he is wounded he will lie down. If several guns
are fired in quick succession it alarme the band,
1nd they all move oft in a brisk trot ; but it you
loud and fire slowly, you may often "kill several
before the balance leave. 1 have seen three or
tour lying within ten yards of each cther. Wheu
you have fired as often as you can, and the buffa-
lo have retired beyond the reach of your balls, you
return down the hollow to vouar horses, and having
mounted, you approach ss uear as porsible before
you show yourselt to the ammal; and, when he
sees you, your horse ought to be at the very toy
of his speed, 80 a8 to get near lum belore he geis
uader fuil lpud You may dash at a band of buffa-
ioes not more than one hundred yards off, ano
they will stand and gaze at you before they start;
but when one puts himself in motion, all the tul
move instanily, and those lying down will no
be very far behind the others; as they rise
running. Although they reem to ‘run awkward.
1y, yet they step away rapidly, and if you
|ose much time, you will have a har d run to over
take them. The better plan is to put your horse w
the top of his speed at once. This enablea you to
press upon the buffaloe at the first of the race, and
when you ¢pproach within filty or sixty yards o1
them, you will find that they can let out a few mors
links} butif a bull is wounded, even very slightly,
the moment you press hard upon him, he will .
short around, curl his tail over hs blck. bow hie
neck,and face you fora fight At thistime you had u:
well keep at a conventent distance. 1t yuukeer
about fitty yards, he will stand, and you may loao
and fire several times; but you had better not fire
at hies head, for you will not hurt him mueh il you
hit hun, for the ball will never penetrate through
the scull bone. Whenever you bring one to buy,
if the country is not too broken, and yonr horse
is good, there is no danger of his eecape, as you
muy shoot as often as you please ; and wheneve:
you give the animal a deadly shot, he will kick as
if kicking at pome object that attacks him. The
vuffalo, when excited, is very hard 1o kill, and
you may put several bulls through h's heau,
he will thea lve, sometimes, for huurs. '.l‘he
oest plice to shoot them 18 behind the shoul
dcr at the buige of the ribs, and just below th
ack bone, 30 a8 to pass through the thick part v
lhe lavgs. Thin is the moat e.dliot-n shots ;
and when you see the animal coush up blood, 1
s unnecessary to shoot hum any more. Wheu
you shoot them through the iungs, the bwue
smothers them immediately. The hings of th
buffalo are very large, and easily hit by amy
sort of a marksman. If you pursae a buflalo,
aot wounded, you may run up by his side,
and ehoot off your horse. The animal becomes
tired, after running at the top of his speed for
two or three miles, and will then run at a slow
gallop. The buffulo is a most noble animal—very
tormidable in his appearance—and, in the summer,
hu a very short, soft coat of fine wool over his
, from behind his shoulders to his tml.  Hir
urc 'and head sre covered with a thick mass of
tong black wool, almost concesling his short thick
horas, (the poinis of which just peep out,) and hu
snall eye. This animsl has a great deul of bole
taring, and it 18 d.ffcult to tura hum trom hi
sourse.  On the 27ih ol June we had stopped ow
wagons, about owe hall mile from the nver, to
spend the noon, and rest our teams.  Whale there,
we discovered seven large bufislo bails, slowly
moving up the river on the opposite wmde; and whes
ihey were about opposite to us, they plunged into th
river, and swam wcross towards us, in the fuce o
wagons, teams, cattle, horses, men and all.  Every
man shouldered his gun, and some went up, and
some down the river, so as to form a com-

Klme semi-circle. We were all certain_ that the
flaloe would turn back, and re-croes the river;
but on they came, merely turning their course a
little around the wagons. You never heard such
a bombardment in all your life. Not a buffale
escaped unhurt; ana three or four were killed
within & very short distance. The buffalo, being
a very large object, can be seen at a great dis-
tance. Perhape the flesh of no animel is more
delicious taan that of & yousg buffalo cow, in good
order. You may eat a8 much s you please, and
it will not oppress you. The flech of the antelope
is fine eating, equal to good venison, but more jucy.
I remember while we were on Sweetwater, that we
remained at one place a day or two; and ‘hat one
eveping 1 came in from buntisg, very bubgry.
Captsin Gant had killed & very fut buflslo cow,
and had made me a p esent of sme choice pieces.
It was aft-r diner, aud Mre, B, had six latge slices
of thie ment covked for me. | supposed I covld
eat three of them, ss I thought they would be auﬁ-
cient lor any one ; but when 1 hud eaten them, I
telt & almng inclination to eat the fourth, and so 1
eat them all. About iwo hours n[lrmu 8, supper
eame on, and we hud more of this fine mect. E’
Long took supper wich me, and something was said
about Oregon. The Doctor remarked, that he
teared Oregon was like the buffulo meat, over-
rated. Said [, * Doctor, | hiave always thovght as
youdo in regard to bufislo meat until this oay
aud now I 1hink it has alwuys been urderrated ™
I continued eating until 1 was ashamed, and lefc
supper huogry. 1then went to Capt. (."uut:nt
aud there he had some buflalo tor gue cooked nice-
ly, and insisted I should eat a piece. 1 sat down
and eat of the buffalo tongue voiil 1 was ashamed,
and then went to bed hungry. From this you may
infer, that | was agnrmandn:.er but il I can judge
impartially, in my own case, ] assure ynu.f
not more o than most persons on the road.

Your friend, P.H.B.

Amnapolls, Md.
[Correspondence of the Herald. |
Annaroris, Md., Jan. 16, 1845.
Opinions Relative to the new U. 8. Senator.
FrIEND BeNNgTT—

The whig members held a causus last night, and
Reverdy Johneon, of the Bank of Maryland me-
mory, 18 to be the whig United States Senator for
the State of Maryland, in the place of the Hon.
Mr. Merrick, whose term of office expires on the
4th of March next. This movement (mark me!)
decides the fate of the whig party in this Siate ;
they never can, after this flagrant outrage, hope to
carry the Btate. In Baltimore, Johnson's native
e¢ity, he cannot, nor could not at any time, cum-
mand the votesol one-third of the whig party.
connection with the Bavk of Maryland, whic ;lve
rise to the mob of *&2 —his reck |,rneneu of private
character, his bitter and violent antacks on Henry
Cing dnnug the Jackeon dynasty, all consyired to
render him the most unpopular man in the Siate.

The Eastern Shore, which has slways been whig
‘o the core, and to whose aid Prau, the present
whig Governor, isindebted for hie eleciion, are bit-
rerly n|\poa(-d'm the Johnson cligue, and will “kick
the traces” before another compuign commences.
Thus have the interests of the whig pary of this
State been sacrificed to reward & violent partizan,
who cannot command the respect of the citizens
of his own eity, much less of the State.

Mark my prediction— (it will be as truly veritied
18 your’sregarding the late Presidential contest)—
the fate of the whig party in the State of Maryland
18 sealed., In haste,

A WG or 7z OLp ScHooL.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE Prgsipent, by and with
lhe advice and consent-of the enate, Jan. 16 —

Levi 8. Humphrey, to be Marshal ot the Uuited
states for the Dustrict of Michigan, vice Joahua Howard
removed. Moreau Forrest, to be Marshal of the United
stut=a for the District of Murylmd vice Thomas B. Pot-
rll;:r. removed Henderson Tillinghem, to be Marshal

£ the United Btates for the District of Georgis, vice Ed-
ward Hurden, oppointed Coilector of the Customs ot Ea-
vannah ‘an; Mann, to be Marshal of the United
Staten forihe Dimrict of ¢ mm!r.licut in the place ol John
B Eldridge, removed Robert C. l-.wm.-. to be Marshal
l'lhn Umt «d Btates for the District of Minsouri, vice Wm.
(o]} d, who was i in the lr:e nf
Wutanli‘ Birob, rejected by the Senste Virgil
vi#, to be Marshal of the United States for th mim of
viaine, vice John D. Kingman removed. Jobn Lane, to
né Marshal of the United Stutes for the Distriot of Koz-
micky, vice Wm. W. Blachburn removed. Bamusl Mo-
Clury, to he Marshsl ol the United Statea for the District
f New Jersey, vice J. A. Simpson removed [saac
O'Barnes, to be Marehal of the United Stwes lor the Dis-
trctof M rice Sol P. Riley removed.
Phomas D Mosely, to beAlturney ol the United Btatea
rar the Middle District of Tennessee, vice J M Lea re-
signed D niel Muce te be Attorney of the United lum
Wr the District of Indisne, vice Courtland Cush
sizned. Churles L. ‘ilh.'lry. to be Attorn o! lha'l‘.?niud
States for the Middle Dimrict of F Thomas D
(‘ondy, te be Marshal of the United Sulu Inrlhrmﬂ.ﬂnt
ol SBouth Caroliva  Bamuel O'Hays, to be Marabal of the
United Btutes for the Western Dustrict of Pennsylvanis.
Horatio Bull, to be Jus ice of the Peace in the County of
Al xandria. D C. Nathuniel Denly, of Virginis, to be
| €IHPOTAT \Tu{_.&ml it Marseliles, France, vice A. G.
Benwon of New Y 1k. Charles A, Ju.cuon to be Burveyor
i Inspector of the Revenue lor New Haven, vice John
I Culbm resigned.  Andrew Agnew, to be Surves or and
Inspector of Hevenue for New Brunswick, N.J —rz.
pointed 8. H. Puge, to be Bnrveyor and Inepecior of
Revenue for Purt Pontchartraio, La.—re sppointed Wm.
D Morrait, to be Deputy Post Muscor at scaloosa, Ala.
Edmund B. Glassccck, to be deut; Post Master st Au-
wnata, Ga. lsasc Hoya to be Depury Post Masterst Zunes-
ville, Onio—re vppointed. Howeil Hubbe, 1o be Depury
Post Muoster at Jackson, Mi Robert L. Mclotorh,of Vir
‘mi.c;fmbu Consal ef the U, 8. for the port of Fouchow-
twn, a

Firz_ar CrEvELAND.—The building occupied by
T. N. Bond & Co., as & general irading store, was
consumed by fire on Wedneadey night last. The fire
wan dicovered ahout 9 o'eluck, lnd is supposed to be the
wotk of an incendiary, as Mr. B. had clo'ed the door
+bout an hour previous, and had been very perticular to
«ve that no chunce sl fire could oceur by accident, and
he iron safe, in which were his bocks and papers, when
tound wan nnlocked, and two of the books gone, evident
iy showing tha: an attempt had been made to obtain
money. Such wasthe progress of the flumes that not an
irticle wos rescued from them except in a dumaged state.
The building was owned by 8 8. :tone, and valued at
$1100—no insurence. Bond & Co’™ loss was about
#15100 —insurunce $11,000. In the loft was sbout eight
sundred dollars worth of riggiog, belonging to Captain
Wm. Lacy—all destroyed—no insurance.

Arratns v DeTnoIT.— Letters were received in
Detroit on the 7:h inst., Irom the military post, at
Ueopper Hurbor, on Lake :wuperior. The health of the
KATrison was 'oud but there was considerable complaint
of hard fare conse quent on the loss ol stores intended for
hat part. The hig Astor, that went ashore near the port
lant sutumn, has nearly gone to pleces. The * Express
viail" going up was thirty -five days performing the routa
from Green Boy to Copper Harbor.

Snot aED LEan —One day last week, says the
Miliwawkie Herald, we discovered an unusval nom-
ter ol hoosler teamn in our atieels. On ing we fotud
ihey were alter goeds tor Mineral Point,

::{ The teams brought 40,000 Iba. of shet und muof

for L.J ngbl ull ol which were shy, the same
Iny rom nnmu the steamer James Madison. Il
ihere was @ rud from Milwaukio to the Misnis-
i pi, over & Mmlh of shotand Jesd would fnd ite
way to New York via the Great Lokes.

ENGLISH, FRENCH AND AMERICAN
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